The rise of right-wing movements across the world has significant impact on gender and sexual identities. The appeal of right wing, authoritarian, and nationalist movements to "tradition" and "shared values" often 
Russian Literature from Cornell, he has studied Russian gay literature and culture since the early 90s. In 1997 he edited the first anthology of gay Russian materials in any language, Out of the Blue: Russia's Hidden Gay Literature (Gay Sunshine Press). He has written on films with queer characters from countries across Eastern Europe, on gay pride parades in Croatia, and on the prose of Evgeny Kharitonov and Gennady Trifonov. Recently he has collaborated with colleagues from the EU on a study of anti-gender campaigns in Europe.
L. Cole Parke, Political Research Associates LGBTQ Assimilation and the Rise of Authoritarianism
Heteropatriarchy and misogyny, alongside White supremacy and capitalism, function as central pillars of the Right and key ingredients to the rise of authoritarianism. Those who dare to subvert "traditional" hetero relationship structures, gender roles, and the gender binary are seen as major threats to the maintenance of this formula, and are therefore targeted by the Right through a myriad of violent and oppressive tactics. Whether resistance is their intent or not, by the very nature of their existence, queer people and trans people effectively challenge the fundamental roots of right-wing power, and represent some of our greatest hopes for liberation. However, the pattern of assimilation by marginalized groups is well established, and as the LGBTQ movement gains mainstream acceptance, our potency as resistors is rapidly dissipating. The emergence of high-profile gay men within the Alt Right further reveals the potential for LGBTQ people to not only abandon critical opportunities for subversive resistance, but to actually aid and abet the rise of authoritarianism.
L. Cole Parke works as a research analyst at Political Research Associates, a social justice think tank dedicated to tracking, analyzing, and resisting the Right Wing. Cole has degrees in theology and conflict transformation, and has been working at the intersections of faith, gender, and sexuality as an activist, organizer, and scholar for more than a decade. Their research and writing examines the infrastructure, mechanisms, strategies, and effects of the Religious Right on LGBTQ people and reproductive rights, both domestically and internationally, always with an eye toward collective liberation.
Betul Eksi, Northeastern University and Elizabeth A. Wood, MIT Masculinism as a Political Strategy of Governance: Order and Chaos in the 21st Century Turkey and Russia
Since they came to power in 1999 and 2002 respectively, Vladimir Putin and Recep Tayyip Erdoğan have relied on a hidden and sometimes outspoken masculinism as a strategy of rule. They have projected their power through the creation of masculine avatars, performances of exaggerated masculine prowess, and domination over one's subordinates in ways that are both seen and not seen by their followers. One aspect of this masculinism has been the claim to create order against the forces of disorder both in the past (especially a discrediting of the 1990s) and in the "outside" world in the form of homosexuality and abortion, but also pluralism and ethnic, religious, and sexual diversity more broadly. Ironically, however, in their reliance on such a global rightist agenda, they have also sown more chaos, fostering insecurity and undermining Northeastern University, where she received a PhD degree in sociology. She is also a former Humanities Center Post Doctoral Fellow at Northeastern University. As a political sociologist and a gender scholar, Betul has two main streams of research. She has conducted ethnographic research on political masculinities, the police, and political transition in Turkey. As one of the Co-PIs of a multidisciplinary project on sanctuary cities and immigration in the U.S., funded by the GRI, she explores perceptions and experiences of safety, inclusion, and resilience. 
Josen Masangkay Diaz, University of San Diego "The Epitome of Misogyny and Fascism": Reframing Rodrigo Duterte's Drug War
A 2016 photograph taken by Filipino photojournalist Raffy Lerma captured Jennilyn Olayres cradling the dead body of her partner, Michael Siaron, showcasing another casualty of Rodrigo Duterte's bloody drug war. Since assuming the presidency in 2016, Duterte has brought a hardline approach to the executive office. His strongman style of governance, reminiscent of Ferdinand Marcos's 1970s dictatorship, has been characterized by a distinct paternalism, through which he has named the goal of his administration as the protection of the country and its children from a new amalgamation of destructive elements. Duterte's notoriety has also taken shape through the suppression of his most vociferous critics, his casual endorsement of sexual assault, and most recently, his instruction to Philippine military officers to shoot women rebels of the New People's Army in their vaginas. Commenting on the latter, Emmi de Jesus of Gabriela Women's Party, a leftist feminist organization in the Philippines, explained that Duterte "has further presented himself as the epitome of misogyny and fascism terribly rolled into one." Taking into account the multifariousness that constitutes the reemergence of authoritarianism in the Philippines, I use this presentation to analyze the visual representation of Duterte's drug war to illustrate what de Jesus has described as the inherent interconnectedness between misogyny and fascism. I argue that a meditation on visuality helps reframe Duterte's power not only as producing death but especially as setting the conditions for life, where Filipino women and children are not simply collateral damage but the producers of a life-giving labor upon which Philippine society depends. Women's Choices (2014, OUP) . She has several articles in peer reviewed journals on a range of issues: human rights in an age of terror and empire, rethinking area studies, special economic zones in India, and realigned geographies after 9/11. She has just completed an article on wrestling women in rural Haryana and is working on a book length project on the after-life of sexual assault.
Serena Parekh, Northeastern University Gender and the Refugee Crisis: Three Perspectives
In this talk, I examine different ways of considering gender in relation to the global refugee crisis. I argue that the "refugee crisis" is likely different than what most people think it is. Much of what refugees experience as harmful has to do with the policies that Western states have put in place to "rescue" refugees. I then explore two ways of discussing gender in relation to the crisis. The first seeks to compare the suffering of female refugees to male refugees, while the other argues that its really European women who are vulnerable to the harms posed by male (Muslim) refugees. I suggest that the first perspective is unhelpful, and the second is wrong. Instead, I suggest that if we care about the safety and integrity of women -like all parties claim we do -we focus on the ways in which the refugee and asylum policies of Western states, along with our practices of aiding refugees, contribute to the vulnerability of women. This, I hope, will be a way to combat the discourse on the right that "vulnerable" (European) women must be protected from "dangerous" (Muslim) men. 
Helena Alvíar Garcia, Universidad de Los Andes, Harvard Law Gender Lessons from Transitional Justice: The Colombian Peace Process
In October 2016, by a very slim difference, the Colombian peace agreement was rejected in a referendum vote. This loss surprised many, including Colombian government officials, members of the negotiation team and the FARC guerrilla. For all of them, failure was not an option. In their minds, the Colombian population, exhausted from years and years of violence, had no reason to oppose peace. In addition, the essential building blocks of transitional justice were a part of the pact's architecture: reconciliation, reparation, and special tribunals to replace traditional criminal law, as well as legal reforms to promote political participation and address agrarian policy. Nevertheless, the opposition was able to successfully build upon fears about the rebirth of the nation as an effective handing over of the country to the left not only in economic terms but also as an end to traditional gender roles and the elimination of the family. This presentation aims to take stock of the gender content of the peace agreement. The goal will be to unveil what was lost for women in the rewriting of the treaty after the NO won as well as to come to terms with the successful right wing backlash to the redistribution of power and resources across gender lines.
